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A MESSAGE FROM TCC’S
INTERIM GENERAL MANAGER

JULY 2019

Dear Members:
It is my pleasure to serve as your interim
General Manager for the next few months. I
have had the opportunity to meet and talk
with many of you and I appreciate the warm
welcome you’ve given me.  I am fortunate
to have Katie’s support during the transition
of leadership, which is not always the case.
She and the entire staff have been very
helpful as I try to learn the ins and outs of
the day-to-day operations of the club as

quickly as possible.
I have 27 years of experience managing private clubs. Starting
in the club business in Park City, UT, I moved on to Cincinnati,
OH, Portland, OR, Palm Springs, CA, Prescott, AZ, Honolulu, HI,
and Holly Springs, NC, where my wife and I currently live. I re-
tired from full-time club management about two and a half
years ago and signed on with a good friend of mine who started
an interim General Manager and Chef placement business.  My
first assignment was a member owned club in Corvallis, OR, and
most recently at a member-owned club in Charlotte, NC.
Over the next few weeks, I plan to work with the members to
better understand the demographics of the New Bern area and
develop a membership strategy to present to the owners.
Taberna Country Club has a lot to offer and I believe we can at-
tract new members if we have the right offer on the table, and
with your help. The best private clubs are built by members
inviting their friends to join their club. 
I look forward to seeing you at the club.

Thank you for being a member!

Sincerely,
Mike Biscotti

MIKE BISCOTTI

happy4th of JULY
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UPCOMING JULY EVENTS



MORE JULY EVENTS



...AND MORE!



WHAT A BUSY MONTH AT TCC!

With the onset of summer, one thing
you can count on is that there will be
increased activity around the Taberna
community – more golf, more patio
parties, and more folks enjoying the
pool.  You may have noticed this sum-
mer that a few days each week the

pool is bustling with our young
people practicing hard as mem-
bers of the Taberna Tigershark
swim team.  The Tigersharks are
made up of 56 swimmers ages 3
to 15.  Coached to excellence by
fellow Tabernian Annette
Williams, our Tigersharks have
competed in four meets, three of
which were at our Taberna pool
and they have represented our
community admirably.  Many of
our youngest swimmers have
progressed so rapidly that they
have been able to compete in
their first meet this summer.  
Last Saturday was our final home
meet at Taberna and, with 90

swimmers and their families, the
pool deck was alive with great
competition and community
spirit.  The Taberna Tigersharks
will be representing our commu-
nity at the Greater New Bern
Summer Swim League Champi-
onship meet at the Twin Rivers
YMCA in July.  We will do you
proud!  
The Tigersharks would like to
thank the Taberna Club and the
community as a whole for mak-
ing this experience available for
these impressive young boys
and girls as they strive for fun,
camaraderie, and excellence.

BY NANCY DIXON



Yips from the Tips... Jason Hammel

Green Grass!  All
that fertilizer did
NOT go to
waste!  When
we finally got a
little rain, over
the Member-
Guest Weekend,
this entire

course seemed as though it had turned
green within 48 hours.  The fairways
and greens are in fantastic shape and
the word is getting out in Eastern NC
that we are one of the best-conditioned
courses in the area.  As is every year,
our Bent Grass greens are in for a tiny
battle against the heat in July and Au-
gust, but everything is in line for a great
golf experience through the end of the
year. 

Course Notes
With all this grass growing, I am doing
my best to keep the course marked.
Don’t hesitate to let me know if you no-
tice all those red and white lines fading
and I will put it on my radar to re-mark
them.  Sometimes it is tough to keep up
with nature. 

We hosted our Member-Guest Tourna-
ment on June 6-8th with 20 members
bringing in their guests from all over.
Thursday was the start of our tourna-
ment which centered around a practice
round, putting contest, skills competi-
tion on #9 green, and a great social af-

terward.  After all the matches were
completed on Friday and Saturday, we
had four teams enter the shootout for
the Overall Champions.  Brian Binn and
his guest, Dave Walczak, Jason Raper
and Preston Montague, Bart Rovins and
Ira Powers, and Jim Wilson and Larry
Stine.  After the first two holes, we had
a cut down to two teams to play #18 for
the Overall winners.  Brian Binn and
Dave Walczak pulled out victorious over
Jim Wilson and Larry Stine to win the
Overall Member-Guest Championship!
Congratulations to all the flight winners
and to Brian and Dave! 

On June 17th, we hosted the Taberna
Ladies Invitational with 62 Ladies com-
ing to our course from all over Eastern
North Carolina.  The event was excel-
lent!  Under Debbie Polacke’s leadership,
we had a great day of golf, with the vol-
unteers on and off the course, the con-
dition of our golf course, the prizes and
sponsors, a ton of fun was had by all.
Great job, Debbie, and we look forward
to doing it again next year! 

Pro Shop Notes
We are having a sale on boxes of Srixon
Q-Star golf balls — 1 dozen for $25, 2
dozen for $40.  Srixon is teamed up with
Ernie Els and his charity, Els for Autism
Foundation.  One dollar for every dozen
sold will be donated to his foundation. 

If you haven’t seen or heard, we are
doing two Kid’s Summer Sports Camps in

July.  It is open to children ages 7-12.
Each day your child will participate in a
tennis clinic, golf clinic, and swim clinic
taught by instructors and volunteers.
They will also enjoy free time and lunch
each day.  The first camp is July 9-12th
and the second camp is July 23-26th.
Each day for both camps runs from
8:00AM – 12:30PM.  The cost is $125
for Taberna Members and $150 for Non-
Members. 

We will host two (yes, two!) Couples’
Golf nights in July.  The first being
Thursday, July 11th and the second Cou-
ples’ Golf being Thursday, July 25th.
Last Couples’ Golf night we had 36 peo-
ple and it should only get bigger and
better.  Different formats will be played
each time.  We will do a 5:00 PM shot-
gun start again each time. 

Finally, I must mention my STAR PER-
FORMERS in June.  

With all the great weather and the great
roll on the fairways, the STAR PER-
FORMERS OF THE MONTH kept
pouring in!  

MEL WALCZAK IS LASER-FOCUSED 
DURING THE MEMBER-GUEST PUTTING CONTEST

Linda Sagan had her personal 18-
hole best on June 4 with a 98!  

Barbara Herl shot a personal best
89 on Saturday, June 22;

Tom Whitty shot his personal best
in June with an 85!  

Mel Walczak gets two mentions...
First, on May 29 (after my June ar-
ticle was submitted), Mel holed out
from 70 yards away on #7 for par.
And second, Mel shot his personal
best 72 on June 15 with only 21
putts!  He must have been inspired
by Justin Rose in the First Round of
the US Open.  

Lastly, but the most important
achievement of June (in my opin-
ion) goes to Nancy Dillon.  Nancy
was one of our Beginner Golf Acad-
emy students in the Spring and
had her first par ever on #17 dur-
ing a TWGA Tuesday.  Keep up the
good work! 
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Mens’ Member-Guest • June  6 – 8

Photos show tournament participants practicing at the driving range, joining the putting
contest, taking on the skills competition on hole #9, volunteers measuring players’ results

in the complex and quirky skills competition, and playing in the final shootout.

Tennis Info
Two courts are reserved for each scheduled tennis group below:

Open Mixed Play – Sunday 2 PM – 4 PM
• Contact Barbara Flynn 672-0220

Open Tennis Play – Tuesday 6:30 PM – 9 PM
• Contact Cathy Hadad 288-5918

Open Mixed Play – Wednesday 6:30 – 9 PM

Open Men’s Tennis – Tuesday and Friday
9 AM – 11 AM

• Contact Howard Cochran 634-2982

FOR PRIVATE LESSONS AT ANY LEVEL, BEGINNER TO ADVANCED, CONTACT
Randy Bridgman  514-9638 • Jean Herscovici  201-787-8551



TMGA
Mel Walczak

Ditto me, too, on what Mel has so eloquently written
above regarding Katie!  We all owe her a great deal of
gratitude for the incredible turnaround she has brought to
Taberna CC over the past two years of her leadership.
From the fresh, light paint on the walls of the dining room
early on, and in every other facet of the Club’s life, Katie
has swept through and made positive changes to make
our club better than it has been in years!  She will truly
be missed and we wish her the very best in whatever she
chooses next. 

Going along in that vein, welcome to Mike Biscotti —  we
offer our help and support and wish him great success in
this new phase at Taberna. Please make sure you intro-
duce yourself to Mike when you are up at the club.

On June 17th, the TWGA 18-Holers hosted our first
Women’s Invitational in many years. It was terrific! Deb-
bie Polacke spearheaded the tournament, she organized a
commitee, we all worked hard... what a success it was!
Please see page eight for more about the Invitational.

The weather’s been hot and dry, we are enjoying the roll
on the fairways.  The Tuesday and Saturday ladies
leagues are going strong; handicaps are trending down-
ward, we’ve hardly missed a league day, and life is good
among the Taberna women’s groups!  Enjoy! 

NEWS FROM THE GOLF LEAGUES

TWGA – 18-Holers
Julie Jones

The TWGA 9-hole group had a great month of golf
in June. Sunny skies and summer temperatures en-
abled us to truly enjoy the game. Unfortunately, we
usually have ten or fewer golfers so our special
games are not as exciting as they could be. 
Pink lady golf had three competing groups but no
one was able to produce the pink ball at the end of
the round. Instead, prizes went to the three ladies
who put their team’s pink ball in the water —
Donna Lee, Marilyn Staley, and Iris Walter. 
Our other special game this month was 3-2-1 golf,
but, with only seven golfers, no one prevailed. 
Since we can’t field a larger group of golfers, our
red, white, and blue golf will be simply to wear
these colors and play an individual blitz on July
2nd. Please join us, we would love to see more
members on Tuesday, even if you just stop by for
lunch. 

TWGA – Nine-Holers 
Regina Gemignani

our Club. She is truly responsible for the success of
TEAM TABERNA. I know I join all of the TMGA in offering
words of gratitude and best wishes as she moves for-
ward in her journey. Farewell Katie!

Farewells are almost always followed by words of wel-
come. On that note, I wish to welcome Mike Biscotti, as
our Interim General Manager. Mike is charged with lead-
ing the Club through the “sale” period and the transition
to “new ownership.”  When I first met Mike, I told him
that I hoped his stay would be very successful, but also
very short. On behalf of the TMGA, welcome Mike.

Just in case you haven’t noticed, the golf course is in
magnificent shape (Thanks Wade and crew!). So, make
plans to come out on Wednesdays and join the TMGA for
a variety of events that have been planned by our tour-
nament chair, Brian Binn. Also, our mid-season “free
lunch” event will be held on July 17. Mark your calendars
and plan to play. If you can not play, but would like to
join us for lunch, please let the Pro Shop or me know of
your intention. So, let’s have fun out there enjoying the
beauty of summer and our great golf course.

I begin this month’s message with a follow-up on the
Club’s Member/Guest Tournament. For the 20 members
who hosted their guests, it was a most wonderful expe-
rience. Despite the occasional rain (which did wonders
to green up the course), everyone had a great time.
Jason, our Pro, had everything so well organized and
made everything run so smoothly, including the Casino
Night that was part of our closing dinner. Mike, our Chef,
served some amazing food. I particularly liked the
shrimp and grits that were part of our breakfast buffet.
Folks who ordered the filet for the closing dinner said it
was the best prepared steak they have ever had. Next
year, I hope we are able to attract a much larger field.

Sadly, June brought us the news that our exceptional
General Manager, Katie Shorter, would be leaving her
position to devote more time to her family and to pur-
sue some other creative work opportunities. The TMGA
is surely indebted to Katie for her tireless energy in lead-
ing Taberna CC through the difficult re-organization pe-
riod to a level of some prosperity. I for one shall miss
her smile, her enthusiasm and her care and concern for



TWGA Women’s Invitational ! June 17

Early on the bright, sunny morning of
June 17th this year, colorful flowers
were put on every red tee box, the golf
carts were lined up and ready to go in
the shotgun start, breakfast was set up
in the dining room... the day of TCC’s
Women’s Invitational had arrived!
More than sixty women joined us for
a fun-filled day of competitive golf
and camaraderie, followed by lunch
and many prizes.  
This gathering happened because
Debbie Polacke thought Taberna’s
18-Hole women’s group needed to
band together, work hard and have
an invitational golf tournament.  She

asked us if we would help, we said
yes, and the whole team hit the
ground running for the next six
months!  So many details — dates,
raindates, planning for food, invi-
taions, gift bags, sponsorships,
prizes... oh, the prizes! 
There were over thirty gift award
baskets for low gross and net scores
in eight flights; Holes-in-One prizes;
prizes for closest to pins, closest to
lines, etc.  The “prize seekers” col-
lected over $2,000 worth of prizes

that would fill the gift baskets deco-
rated beautifully by Debbie’s worker
bees!
There are too many to list here with-
out fear of missing someone, but, all
helped make it go very smoothly.
We had a post-tournament meeting
last week to follow up — sure, there
are some changes to be made; overall,
though, our first invitational in years
made us all very proud and happy of
the club, the neighborhood and the
friends we love.
Thanks, Debbie, for leading us and
pushing us — well done!  Looking
forward to next year...




