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401 Taberna Way ! New Bern, NC 28562 ! 252.634.1600 ! www.tabernacc.com

A MESSAGE

FROM THE

Happy Spring to all of our members!
I want to
begin this
greeting by
thanking all of
our members
for continuing
to be committed to your
club. Last
year, our golf
course endured over 82 inches of rain, not the
mention the effects of Hurricanes Florence and Michael. The first few
months of 2019 have not been very
kind, either, and the recovery process
will continue in the coming months.
Throughout 2018, there were many
improvements at the Club, some visible and some behind the scenes. All of
them were necessary to stabilize operations and to improve and add value
to the daily experience of our members. The core management staff of
Kathy, Shannon, Mike, Tom, Jason,
Matthew, and Renee are committed to
delivering a consistent and attentive
level of service to our members.
Taberna Country Club remains available for purchase, which represents a
challenge going forward. There have
been a few interested parties over the
last calendar year, but – to date –
nothing has materialized in the way of
a sale. Florence’s arrival did nothing to
help the course’s marketability, and –
two years after the ownership made a
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plea to the Taberna community – the
future of the Club still remains uncertain. The combination of the golfers
and non-golfers who stepped up to
support the Club created a strong
enough membership base to move the
Club into a state of profitability. However, the Club has experienced attrition over the last year, some of which
has not been replenished with new
members, especially golfing members.
The good news is that the attrition has
not been due to dissatisfaction as in
previous years; rather, it has been almost entirely due to our members
moving out of the area or being unable to use their membership due to
age-related health issues. I have done
what I was hired to do – stabilize operations within the budgetary constraints placed on me and return the
Club to profitability to prepare it for
sale. I have been very committed to
making any and all incremental improvements possible out of my operating income – as there has been very
little capital provided by the owners –
while being cognizant of the bottom
line in order to keep the Club looking
attractive for prospective buyers.
Historically, the Club has had three
revenue centers – the Golf Shop, Food
and Beverage, and membership dues.
Golf Shops nationwide are transitioning out of a revenue center and are
more of a member amenity. The presence of golf merchandise sites on the
internet, bricks and mortar stores, and

easy access to deep discounts on almost everything related to golf are
making the traditional Golf Shop
model obsolete. Aside from providing
some basic golf necessities and specialty logo items along with some special order items, the golf shop no
longer serves as a profit center for
most private, non-destination golf
courses. So, in an e!ort to offset this
and to generate more revenue for the
Club, I have pursued a more aggressive Food and Beverage model. ALL
members’ dues are important to the
viability of the Club. While the golfer
dues are imperative for the Club’s survival, the food and beverage area and
the other members who support the
Club elsewhere are vital to the Club’s
sustainability. Taberna Country Club,
as a venue, is underutilized as a potential source of additional revenue.
Lunch meetings, dinner events, special
events, weddings, etc. are all underdeveloped sources of revenue for the
Club and will continue to be pursued,
even when they occasionally conflict
with member use of the Clubhouse
and dining room.
Going forward, it is time to increase
our golf course utilization. With the
hire of Head Golf Pro Jason Hammel,
who is accustomed to managing this
type of model, we are aptly equipped
to welcome non-member golfers to
our course during the times that our
members do not play yet other golfers
Continued on Page 2...

FROM THE PRO SHOP — YIPS FROM THE TIPS by Jason Hammel
It will warm up eventually, right?
We have seen glimpses of the future good weather only to be reminded of the cold and wet
winter we had. Can the TWGA
get a break? I am starting to
hear the conversation about
switching the TMGA and TWGA
days just so the ladies can get a
round in above 50 degrees! Don’t
worry guys, I’m not going to make that call...yet.
Course Notes
If you haven’t heard about it already, Friday, April 5th we
are hosting an outside tournament in the afternoon. If
you want to play golf on that Friday, you must sign up
through the Pro Shop for an 8:30 AM Shotgun start.
There is no game or money involved; I am just giving a
starting hole to anyone who wants to get a round of golf
in on April 5th.
We are set to aerify our greens on the Monday and Tuesday after the Masters Tournament on April 15th and 16th.
We may be set for some bumpy putts for a couple weeks,
but as you all know, this is a very important process for
keeping our greens healthy and rolling true.
Hole # 16 Tee Box is looking great! If you have played
recently, you probably have noticed the added height to
the tee box to help the extremely wet conditions it sees
after a heavy rain. We are paying close attention to what
the water does right after it does rain. We do have options for more drainage after we get a good sample of

weather to see where the water goes.
Pro Shop Notes
I am hosting a GET GOLF READY Beginner’s Academy!
We are starting on April 27th and running 5 consecutive
Saturdays at 10:30 AM. This is a great way to learn
about the game of golf and get into playing! It’s geared
toward the person who has never picked up a club before, or any person who wants a great crash course on
the fundamentals of the game! No clubs needed! Please
call the Pro Shop or check out the flyer in the Newsletter
for more information!
We had a GREAT start to the Taberna Tournament Season with over 50 people signing up and playing in the
Opening Day Chili Bowl! The weather was a little
chilly, but the Chili and fixins on the course were the perfect way to warm everyone up while on the course!
The Masters Tournament and The Ladies Open are
coming up fast! You still have plenty of time to sign up
for it. Signups can be done by calling the Pro Shop or
emailing me directly. The deadline to sign up is April 9th.
If you need more information about the Tournament,
swing by the Pro Shop. This is one I am definitely looking forward to hosting.
Star Performers of the Month!
March saw some great golf, but two ladies stand out.
Betty Rovins makes the list for birdies on 2 holes on
Tuesday, March 19 on the way to her Net score 67! Judy
Gilbert put her game into high gear for her Opening Day
Chili Bowl Team. They won first place thanks to her Net
Score of 23 under Par!
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may want to play – starting with Friday and Saturday afternoons and the entire day
on Sunday. We are fully sta!ed at these times but often have little or no golfers on
the course and very few visitors in our dining room, aside from our Sunday breakfast bu!ets. In addition, Jason has been tasked with bringing in outside tournaments whenever possible, as they are a very profitable source of revenue.
While profitability continues to be my goal at the Club, sustainability is also paramount to me, not only as a manager of an amazing, dedicated sta! whom I treasure and who serve our highly valued members, but also as a resident of Taberna.
The optimum sustainment model is a new owner who is willing to make the targeted capital investments necessary to move the course and club forward and upward. My hope is that the current owners will choose to focus the time and energy
necessary to secure a new owner, who will be welcomed by the great community
that is Taberna Country Club.
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Continued from Front Cover...

TRY PICKING UP THE WRONG GOLF BALL!

UPCOMING APRIL EVENTS

On Wednesday, April 17,
Taberna will host the tennis competitors from
The Neuse River Senior Games and Silver Arts.
In the past, up to 25 tennis players have competed in the games,

&

Taberna Country Club hopes to have at least that many
Playing on our courts, starting at 9am.
The Neuse River Senior Games and Silver Arts
Promotes health and fitness for adults 50 years or better in
Craven, Duplin, Greene, Jones, Lenoir and Pamlico Counties.
For more information or to register,
Visit them online at cravencounty.recdesk.com
or call 252.636.6606.

2019 Taberna Masters Tournament

The Taberna Masters is quickly approaching! Please read all the information included in this
email for Tournament Info and Sign Up Information!

Dates
Friday, April 12 - Sunday, April 14
Schedule
Friday will host a 4:00 PM, 9 Hole Par 3 Tournament (Optional)
The Champions Dinner will be hosted by the 2018 Masters Champion, Dana Sagan, following play of the
Par 3 Tournament, with Cocktails and a Plated Dinner (Approx 6 PM). After Dinner, we will draw names of
PGA Tour players to assign to everyone participating in the Masters Tournament!
Saturday and Sunday will consist of 18 Holes of Stroke Net Play each day with a lunch following play.
Format
The Tournament will be 36 Hole Net Stroke play combined with your Tour Player's Saturday and Sunday score.
Tees
Any set of Tees is eligible. Assuming the majority of players will play the Black Tees,
stroke adjustments will be made to any Player playing the Red, Gold, White, or Blue Tees.
Eligibility – All Taberna Country Club Members with a valid handicap.
Registration – March 21 - April 9. Please see below for more infomation about registration.*
Entry Fee – $70 per player
Golf Carts – Member carts are allowed. Cart fees will be applied when applicable.
Course Utilization – Friday: Back 9 will be closed after 1 PM
Saturday and Sunday: Tee Times will be available after Tournament goes out.
Food and Beverage
Friday Night Dinner hosted by 2018 Masters Champion. Every participant will be able to choose
ONE of the following entree options for the Friday Night Champion's Dinner:
1) Salmon with a Creamy Dill Sauce; 2) Chicken Marsala; 3) Flank Steak in a Soy/Ginger Marinade
Entrees will be accompanied by Vegetable and Starch choices, along with Caesar Salad
and Chocolate Mousse for dessert.
A Traditional Masters lunch will follow the round on Saturday. Hot Roast Beef and Pork Sandwiches with
choices of Orzo Bruschetta Salad or Broccoli Bacon and Cheddar Salad will follow the Round on Sunday.

Registration Info*
*Please sign up through the Pro Shop or by emailing Jason Hammel at jhammel@tabernacc.com. You will
be asked to choose your Friday night entree at the time of Sign in. If you email me, please include your
entree choice in your email. Entree choices are above under the Food and Beverage section.
Please call the Pro Shop or email Jason with any questions!

SERVE IT, SMASH IT, WIN IT!
While most six graders are buckling down with reading,
writing and arithmetic, Amelia Scoggins has been taking
tennis lessons at Taberna Country Club with Randy Bridgeman, a certified United States Professional Teaching Pro
member of the USPTA. Amelia moved to Taberna in January, 2017 and started taking lessons once a week and,
after realizing she enjoyed the game of tennis, she started
taking lessons twice a week and practicing on the courts at
least weekly. As the months flew by, Randy realized she
had natural athletic abilities and learned the foot work,
forehand and backhand strokes quickly.
Amelia possesses the necessary ambitious drive to practice
and improve her tennis game at all levels under the guidance her coach Randy.
After a year and a half of tennis lessons, she expressed a
desire to “test” her competitive tennis skills and entered in
the Washington, NC, USTA Junior Tennis tournament held
on March 2, 2019. (Tennis players in America participate in
tennis events sanctioned by the United States Tennis Association [USTA].)
Amelia entered the competition to represent herself and to
represent Taberna Country Club. Against all odds, Amelia
took home the winning trophy in an exciting match that
went to a double tiebreaker! Coaches and other players
were heard to say, “See you two on the circuit!”
In a triumphant post-victory photo, Amelia Scoggins
proudly embraces her winning trophy standing next to her
coach, Randy Bridgeman.
Needless to say, the car ride back to New Bern was full of
much excitement with conversation reliving the important
points won in the games and especially during the nailbiting double tiebreaking points!

TENNIS INFORMATION

Two courts are reserved for each of
the scheduled tennis groups below:

Open Mixed Play – Sunday 2 PM – 4 PM
(Contact Barbara Flynn 672-0220)
Open Tennis Play – Tuesday 6:30 PM – 9 PM
(Contact Cathy Hadad 288-5918)
Open Mixed Play – Wednesday 6:30 – 9 PM
Open Men’s Tennis – Tuesday and Friday
9 AM – 11 AM
(Contact Howard Cochran 634-2982)
FOR PRIVATE LESSONS AT ANY LEVEL –
BEGINNER TO ADVANCED, CONTACT

RANDY BRIDGMAN 514-9638
JEAN HERSCOVICI 201-787-8551

From the Greens Committee...
The Greens Committee had their monthly meeting on
Thursday, March 28, 2019. Members of the committee are
excited at the prospect of warmer temperatures, greener
fairways and more opportunites to be outdoors with our
friends, enjoying the beauty of our course.
Over the winter months Wade and his crew have been
busy cleaning up from Hurricane Florence as well as working on projects to enhance our playing experience. Many
bunkers have had new drains installed, pre-emergent has
been applied and all wetlands have been cut back.
You will notice the tee box on #16 has been raised and
sodded. This is an attempt to remediate the standing
water issue that has plagued hole #16 for quite some
time.
The forward tee on hole #4 will be enlarged and sodded

by Sue Gordon

to enable both the red and black tees to play from that
distance.
Fertilization will take place on Monday, April 8th and aeration will take place the following Monday and Tuesday,
April 15-16. On Monday, April 22, weather permitting,
Wade will work with a backhoe to fix the large sink holes
on hole #1 and hole #3. They have become quite deep
and need to be addressed ASAP.

A “Divot Party” will take place on Monday,
April 22nd starting at 2:30 pm. Any golf
member wishing to volunteer to help fill in
fairway divots are welcome to attend. Light
refreshments will follow.

Annette Williams Returns to Coach 2019 Swim Team
My husband and I have been
Taberna CC members and residents since 2000. I’m a former
college multisport athlete and
swam competitively for 11 years.
Since then, I have enjoyed coaching for all of my adult life (two+
decades). During those years,
I’ve coached various levels of
swimming (swim lessons to summer league teams to high school
to USA Swimming) in MD and NC.
I enjoyed being the head coach
Annette, David, Susan (left) and
Caroline Williams.
of the Taberna Tigersharks from
2005-2014 and working with many friends in our neighborhood.
Most recently, three years ago I helped establish and manage the
year round Cherry Point Devil Dolphins swim team for our local
military community on base, a place that I also work in the
health field (RN). We have two daughters, who will also be joining the Tigersharks swim team this summer. I enjoy spending
time with family, being a foster parent, going to the beach, and
all things sports related.
My goals for all athletes whom I coach are for them to learn to
love the sport and to work hard to improve their skills, while supporting their teammates to do the same.

I look forward to a fun summer season!

Taberna Tigersharks Swim Team
Summer 2019
REGISTRATION WILL BE ON SUNDAY, APRIL 28,
FROM 2:30 – 4:30PM IN THE CLUBHOUSE
MEMBERS – $125
NON MEMBERS – $150

Visit Taberna Country Club's new website
(tabernacc.com), under Membership, choose
Taberna Tigersharks for more information.
https://tabernacc.com/taberna-tiger-sharks/

NEWS FROM THE GOLF LEAGUES
TMGA

Mel Walczak
cookies disappeared before everyone went through the
With the Masters Tournament right around the corner,
buffet line. The next time we have an event, I hope that
the TMGA can reflect on the month past. The weather
the first people through the buffet will exercise some rehas not yet been good to us with the opening day
straint until all are fed.
(March 6) postponement until March 13. Fifty-three
golfers played on opening day which was followed by
As our golf course comes back to life after the long, wet
a complimentary lunch and drinks. Everyone seemed
winter, I want to remind everyone to be good stewards
to have a good time. Of course, having a free lunch
of our course. As always, it is our responsibility to fill in
and beer will do that. By the way, thanks for your
fairway divots and repair ball marks on the green, and
generous gratuity. You filled the basket that Terry
for goodness sakes, if you weigh more than 100 pounds,
Smith passed and the wait staff was very appreciative.
rake the sand traps, no matter what kind of golf shoe
I almost feel strange mentioning this, but it seems the
you are wearing. One other note on good stewardship of
free lunch buffet was translated by some of our memthe course, the practice range needs your attention also.
bers into an “all you can eat” event. Mike, our wonPlease take a few moments after you warm up to fill in
derful chef, had to add to the table, which was
the divots you might have created during your practice.
prepared for 65 men, so that the final couple of
All of these things make for a more enjoyable round of
groups had something to eat. Also, somehow 65 large
golf for everyone.

TWGA – 18-Holers

TWGA – Nine-Holers

So far during this very short golf season 2019, the
weather continues to the problematic for TWGA League
days on Tuesdays! It’s been either too cold, too rainy,
too wet or all of those nasty conditions! We did get play
in a couple of weeks ago, on March 19th, though.

TWGA 9 hole ladies group was able to play our opening
day despite blustery winds on March 12th. Our scramble
resulted in all three groups having the same score of 46.
How strange is that? The rest of the month we have had
very few actually attempt to play as rain has decided on fall
on Tuesdays. We do have some fun games planned for our
outings in April and are looking forward to some sun and
warmer temperatures. Hope to see more ladies out on the
course soon.

Julie Jones

The winners that day were:
First Flight
Betty Rovins 56
Tie between –
Pat Baader 61
61
Barb Herl
Congrats, ladies, nice going!

Second Flight
Linda Stuckrath 55
Carol Thirkell 56
Susan Censullo 57

April will be busy with the Men’s Masters and Women’s
Open scheduled for the weekend of April 12 – 14.
Should be a really fun tournament (three days for the
men and Saturday and Sunday play for the women) —
don’t forget to sign up in the pro shop and/or call Jason
with any questions!
Let’s hope this season is finally good to us after the last
couple of years of abyssmal extremes of weather. Our
handicaps have suffered egregiously from it — we need
sun, dry days, warmth and some good roll on the fairways.
Oh, and don’t forget Jason has offered each member a
free half-hour lesson — ask him about it in the pro shop!

Regina Gemignani

FACEBOOK PICTURE CONTEST!
O First, “LIKE” the Taberna Country Club’s Facebook page
from your Facebook account.

O Take any picture you want of the Club whenever you

visit– tennis, yoga, golf course scenery, a concert…you
get the idea. Take one every day you are here!

O Load your picture to Facebook and tag Taberna Country

Club’s Facebook page and enter a comment. Ask any of
us (Katie, Kathy, Jason, Shannon) for help if you need it!

You can enter as many times as you wish – all month long!
At the end of April, THREE pictures will be chosen; the winners receive a complimentary lunch (for one person) at the
Club in May – and each photo will get a “shout out” on our
Facebook page and be featured in May’s newsletter.

